Come let us adore the Lord, 
King of kings;for He 
is the crown of all the Saints. 
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WHY? 


This is nothing new. For many years there have been individuals within the — 
Lutheran Church, both in this country and in Europe, who have had a deep sense 
of the devotional and sacramental life as expressed in the Lutheran confessions and 
in the Lutheran Church Orders. An outstanding example of truly consecrated lead- 
ership in this field has been the Rev. John Madsen, for many years rector of the 
Eben-Ezer Motherhouse at Brush, Colorado. While serving in this capacity he ably 
edited “Fobe,” a publication in the interest of the female diaconate, which contained 
a section known as “Una Sancta.” Through this the devotional life, along evan- 
gelical catholic lines, was encouraged in the hearts of many pastors, sisters, seminar: 
jans and many of the laity. 


Upon retirement from the active ministry, Pastor Madsen continued “Una 
Sancta” as a separate bi-monthly publication, beginning in July of 1940. Failing 
health has compelled him to relinquish this activity recently. It is our humble 
desire to continue this work so ably carricd out for many years. With Pastor Mad- 
sen’s encouragement and permission “Una Sancta” appears again in a new format, 
but motivated with the same desire to foster the devotional life, personal and paro- 
chial. He writes, “Few things would please me more than to see the aims of “Una 
Sancta’ carricd on—the restoring of the lost treasures of the Reformation days, 
adjusted to the needs of the present day.” - 

“Una Sancta” has no interest in controversy. It is not a synodical nor a party 
organ. It is, as its name indicates, devoted to the Una Sancta. 


The Lutheran Church has historically a sacramental and worshipping life 
second to none. It is only fair that all Lutheran Christians should have at their 
disposal this great heritage. This is the purpose of “Una Sancta.” 


Few will deny that there is a need for improvement in a proper appreciation 
and understanding of the Church’s worship. Services are too often perfunctory, 
the Sacraments minimized in practice, and the personal devotional life too often 
lacks direction. Where docs the answer lice? We feel that it has aptly been stated 
in the following recent quotation, “In all Lutheran bodies the religious motive — 
has been losing force. The rise of a strong liturgical movement has marked the reac- 
tion against this phenomenon . . . The liturgical movement holds great promise if 
it will enlarge its thinking .to,the whole question of preserving Lutheran piety in 
an anti-Christian culture.” 


THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS 


(NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER) 


ALL SAINTS DAY (November 1) 


It is not of small significance that UNA SANCTA should appear on the day 
when the Church rejoices in the commemoration of all the Saints of God, those 


_ our elder brothers and sisters in the household of faith who have fought the good 


fight and now reign in the heavenly courts with the Author and Finisher of our 
salvation, the King of all the Saints. How many of our family are there only eter- 
nity will reveal, but whether or not we know their names and number is of litte 
importance, for we have the assurance that they are one with us in Christ. Having 
cast off the flesh, they now behold and enjoy the blessed Presence of Him whom we 
still must behold through the eyes of faith as He comes and dwells with us in a no 
less blessed Presence in His Holy Word and the Blessed Sacrament. How it thrills 
us on this Feast of All Saints to have the assurance that in a short time we of the 
Church Militant will join those who have gone before us with the sign of faith, but 
in the meantime, as good stewards, we will do what the Lord has given us to do, we 
will carry forth the banner of the Lamb that others might be brought into our 
blessed communion with Christ and with cach other. 


The entire Church Year is as the firmament through which pass-s the Sun of 
Righteousness, Christ. Year after year the cycle of the life and death of Our Lord 
passes before us shining ever new. As the natural firmament has its countless heav- 
enly bodies of greater or lesser importance, so the firmament of the Church Year 
has its countless stars of greater and lesser importance, the heros and heroines of 
God in glory. On the Feast of All Saints we behold the entire heavenly galaxy and 
stand in awe and wonder. Throughout the year we behold particular members of 


that galaxy and praise and thank God for the example which He has given us 
in His Saints. 


Saint Martin, Bishop of Tours, 400 A.D. (Nov. 11). As Lutheran Christians, 
this soldier of Christ remains near and dear to us, for it was on his feast day that 
Blessed Martin Luther was received as a member of Christ in Holy Baptism and 
was given the name of this hero of God. When we think of Martin of Tours we 
see fulfilled the words of Christ, “Whatsoever ye do unto the least of these my 
brethren ye do it unto me,” as he recognized his Lord and Savior in the person of 
a beggar by the wayside and did not delay to share this cloak with him. GRANT, O 
LORD, that we may ever recognize Thee in the very least ef our brethren and 
bestow upon us an increase of charity toward Thee and our fellowmen. Amen 


Saint Clement, Bishop of Rome and Martyr, 100 A.D. (Nov. 23). One of the 
apostolic fathers and early bishop of the Church at Rome who suffered martyrdom 
for love of Christ. Little is known of him outside of his epistle to the Corinthians 
Truly we cherish his memory since he is referred to by Saint Paul in Phil. 4:3. We 
would desire to know more about him, but are content to know that his chief con- 
cern was Christ. 


SAINT ANDREW, APOSTLE AND MARTYR, (Nov. 30) St. Matt. 1, 15; 
St. Mark 1, 16. The brother of Simon Peter and disciple of St. John the Baptist. 
He heard the call of the Baptist, “Behold the Lamb of God,” and with St. John, 
sought the Lord in His vineyard. With his brother, Simon Peter, he carricd the 
good news, “We have found the Messiah.” Andrew unfalteringly followed the 
Lord. We are told that Andrew was martyred on a cross which he received as 4 
gift of God. While suspended above his excutioners he did not cease to preach 
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Christ. ALMIGHTY GOD, by whose grace Thy Apostle Saint Andrew obeyed 
the call of Thy Son Jesus Christ, grant unto us also grace to follow Him in heart 
and life; through the same Jesus Christ, Thy Son, Our Lord, who liveth and 
reigneth with the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. 
Amen. 


Saint Clement of Alexandria, 215 A.D. (Dec. 4). One of the early Christian 
writers and teachers of the faith. Though he preceded the Trinitarian controversies, 
he promulgated the doctrine of the Blessed Trinity and the diety of Our Lord 
among the heathen philosophers. Our Lutheran Hymnal has been enriched by a 
hymn which is attributed to him, “Shepherd of tender youth.” Truly we expe- 
rience the blessed reality of the Una Sancta in our Divine Worship when we 
employ what the church has iene d from age to age in the Liturgy and in our 
priceless hymnody. 


Saint Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, 352 A.D. (Dec. 6). Dearly beloved and 
immortalized in national traditions is this bishop of the church and benefactor of 
the poor and of children. We are not chiefly concerned with the legends which 
devoted generations have wound around this early churchman, but his unselfish 
love and devotion are well to be imitated. Truly he loved the Lord who said, 
“Suffer the little children to come unto me and forbid them not for of such is the 
kingdom of heaven.” May we likewise have great concern for the little ones of 
Christ by bringing them to Him in Baptism and by instructing them in His eternal 
truths. 


SAINT THOMAS, APOSTLE AND MARTYR, (Dec. 21). We cannot men- 
tion the name of this holy apostle without seeing in him a picture of ourselves. 
Though Our Lord revealed Himself so clearly, still Thomas had his questions and 
doubts. “Lord, we know not whither Thou goest, and how can we know the way,” 
and “Except I shall see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into 
the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe.” How 
typical of Thomas yet by the grace of God all of his doubts and fears were over- 
come and he came forth with that glorious confession of faith, “My Lord and my 
God.” ALMIGHTY AND EVER-LIVING GOD, who through the Word of Thy 
Son didst mightily strengthen the faith of Thy Apostle Saint Thomas: by the same 
Word keep us ever steadfast in the faith unto our end; through Jesus Christ, Thy 
dear Son, Our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with the Father and the Holy Ghost, 
ever one God, world without end. Amen. 


O ALMIGHTY GOD, who hast knit together Thine elect in one communion 
and fellowship in the Mystical Body of Thy Son Christ Our Lord, grant us grace 
so to follow Thy blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living that we may come to 
those unspeakable joys which Thou hast prepared for those who unfeignedly love 
Thee: through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, Our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with the 
Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen. 


Collect for All Saints Day. 


RICHARD KLOPF 


ly 
se 
| 
ur 
de 
rg 
ve 
no 
Ils 
he 
ut 
ve 
ur 
of | 
rd 
of 
nd 
of 
us 
ns, 
lat 
nd 
we 
ny 
of 
O 
nd 
he 
ns 
Ve 

18; 
ist. 
hn, 
the 
the 
ich 

4 


BEHOLD, THE BRIDEGROOM COMETH! 


The Old Testament is the advent-tide of Christianity. Its moods are that of 
longing for deliverance from oppression, and of anticipating the coming of the 


Messiah-Friend. 


Even though preparatory to Christmas, Advent is not to be confused with the 
celebration of the Nativity. Neither is it a sort of second-rate Lent. It has its own 
particular spirit. As it is now used in western Christendom, it is as old as the sixth 
century. It is not a season of fasting, but is indeed a season of prayer. 


An examination of the various protestant hymnals will show that only the 
Lutheran and the Episcopal communions understand and use Advent. To the others, 
it is either non-existent, or else it is hopelessly confused with Christmas. This latter 
custom—unhappily growing in some Lutheran circles—spoils both Advent and 


Christmas as thoroughly as celebrating Easter during the Lententide would do for 
both those seasons. 


The Lutheran chorales are a repository of glorious Advent ideas. The king: 
concept seems uppermost in these. Time and again the infant Jesus is spoken of as 
King: indeed He is a king two-fold. Humanly, descended from the royal house of 


Isracl; divinely, from the court of heaven. He is the King of Grace, the Prince of 
Peace. 


But He is also the royal Bridegroom, and it is this marriage of heaven and 
earth that seems emphasized especially in Lutheran hymnody. It appears prominently 
in at least five of our finest chorales, and it adds a note of loving intimacy to thes: 
Advent hymns which raise them above merely the narrative. It transfers the scason 
from the factual and objective, to the spiritually personal and subjective. 


The marriage-concept is strong and prominent throughout Scripture, and lends 
depth to the spirit of Advent. “For this cause shall a man leave father and mother 
and shall cleave to his wife, and they twain shall be one flesh.” Our Lord left His 
heavenly Father and heavenly home to come to earth, to become one with us thit 
we might be one with Him. Two of our chorales express this. Johann Walther’s 
“Der Braut’'gam wird bald rufen,” 1552, speaks of the call of the Bridegroom, 
away from earthly attachments to Himself. 


The Bridegroom soon will call us: 
Come, al! ye wedding guests! 
May not His voice appal us 
While slumber binds our breasts! 
May all our lamps be burning 
And oil be found in store 
That we, with Him returning, 
May open find the door! 


The chorale written in 1700 by Laurentius Laurenti expresses the prior claim 
of the Bridegroom in finer words. 


Rejoice, rejoice, believer, and let your lights appear! 
The evening is advancing, and darker night is near. 
The Bridegroom is arising, and soon He draweth nigh; 
Up, pray and watch and wrestle! At midnight come the cry. 


The watchers on the mountain proclaim the Bridegroom. near; 
Go meet Him as He cometh, with Hallelujahs clear. 

The marriage feast is waiting, the gates wide open stand; 

Up, up, ye heirs of glory: the Bridegroom is at hand! 


= 


“Wives, be subject unto your husbands as unto the Lord . . . Husbands, love 
your wives, even as Christ also loved the Church and gave Himself for it.” Saint 
Paul could find no finer comparison than this. These Advent chorales themselves 
are love-songs. They have a flavor like the Song of Solomon. They too express the 
intimacy of holy love between Christ and the communion of saints. Two of the 
finest hymns ever written, fittingly called the king and queen of chorales, are Philipp 
Nicolai’s “How lovely shines the Morning Star” and “Wake, awake, for night is 
flying.” The splendid music that is connected with them beyond the power of 
musical divorce, was also written by Nicolai. In the first-mentioned, the second 
stanza expresses love. 


O highest joy by mortals won, 
True Son of God and Mary's Son, 
Thou high-born King of ages! 
Thou art my heart’s most beauteous Flower, 
And Thy blest Gospel’s saving power 
My raptured soul engages. 
Thou mine, I Thine; 
Sing hosanna! Heavenly manna 
Tasting, eating, 
Whilst Thy love in songs repeating. 


The Bridegroom is altogether beautiful, arrayed gorgeously as befits the high- 
est royalty. The beauty of holiness and the solemnity of worship pass before our 
eyes as we picture Our Lord thus in the lofty yet meager expressions of human 
language. Here is adoring worship. 


How lovely shines the Morning Star! 
The nations see and hail afar 
The light in Judah shining. 
Thou David's Son of Jacob's race, 
My Bridegroom and my King of Grace, 
For Thee my heart is pining. 
Lowly, holy, 
Great and glorious, Thou victorious 
Prince of graces, 
Filling all the heavenly places. 


Nicolai’s other chorale (1599) states it thus in stanza two: 


Zion hears the watchmen singing, 
And all her heart with joy is springing; 
She wakes, she rises from her gloom; 
. For her Lord comes down all-glorious, 
The strong in grace, in truth victorious, 
Her Star is risen, her Light is come! 
Ah. come, Thou blessed Lord! 
O Jesus, Son of God, 
Hallelujah! 
We follow till the halls we see 
Where Thou hast bid us sup with Thee. 


The Bridegroom is of the royalty of heaven. It is nobility marrying a com- 
moner. We marry above our station, and receive a glittering title through the 
union. We have nothing to offer by way of dowry except our hearts; we have 
everything to receive. In a Danish chorale of unknown authorship, appearing about 
1600, the bride is exhorted to rejoice over this happy situation. 


* O bride of Christ, rejoice; 
Exultant raise thy voice 
To hail the day of glory 
Foretold in sacred story. 
Hosanna, praise and glory! 
Our King, we bow before Thee. 
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Today we are living in this period of Our Lord’s Advent in Bethlehem. This 
Advent is extended to us personally in the Sacrament of the Altar. He comes to 
us veiled in bread and wine, still the royal Babe, humble yet glorious. Again at 
the opening of this new Christian year we prepare to welcome royalty into our 
hearts, for we through the Word and faith can see in this Babe the King of Grace, 
the Prince of Peace. 


HOWARD R. KUNKLE 


- The Bridegroom comes, awake, 
Your lamps with gladness take; 
Hallelujah ! 
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THE ADVENT WREATH 


Advent, the season of preparation. The Bride of Christ, His Church, wakes 
from her sleep and prepares to meet her Divine Bridegroom. We, with her, recall 
the time in the world’s history which prophesied His first coming, and anticipate 
with her His final appearing upon the clouds of heaven. The very air about us 
stirs with imagination as we make ready to celebrate the glorious feast of the Incar- 
nation of God. The Church looks forward, but at the same time restrains her rejoic- 
ing, knowing that the anticipation of something is half the joy. When the world 
is plunged into the celebration of a feast which it cannot understand, the Bride of 
Christ prepares herself soberly, and the fina! result is one of immeasurable value. 


From the land of Luther’s birth has come the lovely custom of the Advent 
Wreath, which has for its purpose a deepening of the understanding of Christmas. 
As time passes from Advent Sunday to the Vigil of Christmas, the wreath grows 
in beauty until it is replaced finally by the Christmas crib and the Christmas tree— 
the symbol of Christ and of the eternal life which He has won for us. 


Before Advent Sunday, we wind a metal or wooden ring approximately twenty 
inches in diameter, with wet moss and fir branches, and supply holders for candles, 
one for each day until Christmas. Equally spaced will be four red candles for the 


Sundays of Advent, and white ones for the week days. Suspended by four red va 


ribbons or chains, the wreath hangs in a conspicious place in the living room where 
it becomes the center of the family devotions during the season. 


On the eve of the first Sunday in Advent, a red candle is fastened to the 
wreath and lighted, while the meaning of Advent is explained to the children, and 
the prophesy for the Sunday, Zech. 2:10, 11; 9:9, 10, is read. Appropriate Advent 
hymns such as “O come, O come, Emmanuel,” “O Lord, how shall I meet Thee” 
etc., are sung. The little ceremony closes with the usual evening prayers. 


Day by day a white candle is added while a paper star is hung on the wreath 
containing on one side an Old Testament prophecy relating to the Redeemer’s com- 
ing, and on the other side the New Testament verse indicating its fulfillment. These 
are memorized by the children of the home. 


Whenever a new candle is added, all those previously burned are lit, until 
finally the whole wreath is ablaze with light and adorned with stars. Then the 
prayers for Christmas areredd and we sing once more the joyful carols of this holy 
season, and turn our attention to our gifts, remembering and giving thanks for the 
most precious gift of all, the Holy Child Jesus. 


Are we looking for Advent devotions for our parochial school? Why not re- 


introduce this hallowed custom which some of our German parishes still use? This 
short yet beautiful ceremony may also be used in the Divine worship of th> 
Church. A wreath with four candles may be placed in the sanctuary or suspended 
in front of the altar. Before the reading of the Holy Gospel for the day, the Pastor 
will read the prophecy while a candle is lighted. Our Sunday School devotions will 


also be deepened by this salutary custom. 


Thus we will be ready for Christmas. We will have looked back upon the 
_ ages past and sought out the prophecies of Christ. We will have shared with 
patriarch and prophet the longing for His appearing. As the days pass, this 
devotion will have deepened for us the meaning of the work of Christ's redemp- 
tion of the world. We celebrate the coming of God in the humble form of man, 
and so He comes to us at Christmas, to the throne room of our hearts. 


Suggested memory texts and Psalms for use with the Advent Wreath. 


1945 Sundays and weekdays 
December 
1. Sunday in Advent 


3 Monday 
4 Tuesday 
5 Wednesday 
6 Thursday 
Friday 
8 Saturday 
9 2. Sunday in Advent 
10 Monday 
11 Tuesday 
Wednesday 
13 Thursday 
14 Friday 
15 Saturday 
16 3.Sunday in Advent 
17 Monday 
18 Tuesday 
19 Wednesday 
20 Thursday 
21 Friday 
Saturday 
23. 4. Sunday in Advent 


24 Monday (Vigil of Christmas) 


Texts Psalms 
St. Matt. 21:5 24 
Genesis 3:1-15 (15) 
Genesis 12:1-7 (3) 
Genesis 49:8-12 (10) 
Numbers 24:1-17 (17) 
Deut. 18:15-22 (15) 
Isaiah 9:1-6 (6) 


St. Luke 21:36 Z 
Isaiah 40:1-11 (1-2) 

Isaiah 42:1-10 (1) 

Isaiah 49:1-6 (6) 

Isaiah 59:16-21 (20) 

Isaiah 60:1-3 (1) 

Isaiah 61:1-11 (1-2) 

St. Luke 1:68 132 
Jeremiah 23:3-8 (5) 

Jeremiah 33:14-22 (15) 

Zechariah 9:9-12 (9) 

Ezekiel 34:11-23 (23) 

Malachi 3:1-6 (1) 

Micah 5:2-4 (2) 

St. Luke 1:76 143 
Romans 1:1-6 (2-3) 24 


The memory verses are indicated by the parentheses. 


FRANCIS W. JONES 


Drop down, ve heavens, from above : and 


let the skies pour down righteousness. 
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FROM THE PAST 


LOEHE’S “HAUS-SCHUL-UND KIRCHENBUCH” VOL. II 


Psalm 27:4 “One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek after; that I 
may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life to behold the 
beauty of the Lord, and to enquire in His temple.” 


INTRODUCTION 


In I Tim. 4:4-5 Saint Paul teaches us, “For every creature of God is good 
and nothing to be refused if it be received with thanksgiving.” He continues, 
“For it is sanctified by the Word of God and prayer.” Why then is all creation 
good, or, to remain closer to the Greek, “proper” for Christian use. The Christian 
need not despise and reject any creation if he receives and uses it with thanks- 
giving, “for it is sanctified by the Word of God and prayer.” How then is it to 
be sanctified if not by the Word of God and prayer? Is it then proper to be used 
by the Christian or does it become evil for him? Holy things alone are suitable 
for holy people. That which is not sanctified by the Word of God and prayer is 
not holy, and it is not proper to be received, much less used by the redeemed of 


God. 


It becomes apparent that the creation of God can be sanctified. The Lord has 
created all for the holy use of His saints. Those holy creations can also be wasted 
in the service of vanity and sin instead of being released from the same and directed 
into proper channels. There is an ordinary use and a holy use of God's creations. 
That which was created by Him and has become corrupt and profane through the 
sins of man, should be sanctified since Our Lord, through His Precious Blood has 
redeemed it with all mankind for whom it was originally created. 


How is God’s creation sanctified? It does not take place as long as it remains 
in the service of vanity and sin. The world which uses it thus is in itself not holy; 
through sinful use it profanes all things, if they have not already been profaned 
by the fall of man, and like mankind have become profane. But the Lord, after the 
surrender of man to idolatry, wantonness and sin, established a new kingdom from 
amidst a corrupted world. This kingdom is no longer of this world, but stands in 
direct opposition to it. This kingdom was begun with Abraham and is completed in 
Christ. It is holy and separate from the world. Not only is this new kingdom con- 
secrated to God, but it is His very own possession. That individual who is separated 
from the world and is added to this kingdom, who becomes both inwardly and out- 
wardly a member of this kingdom, becomes holy. Likewise that creature which is 
employed in the service of this kingdom also becomes holy. All things are holy 
through the use of those who are holy, through service in the Holy Kingdom of 
Our Lord and King. Behold the noble obligation of the saints of this priestly gen- 
eration and of such a great profession! The Lord, who has redeemed all in Christ 
Jesus has given the Christian the use of all things according to the revelation which 
He gave to His holy disciple Peter in Joppa. (Acts 10). He has committed all things 
so that man would no longer profane what He Himself has cleansed. The Christian 
should sanctify all things and direct them back to their original purpose, the ser- 
vice of God. Here is where they carry out their priestly vocation. They separate 
and dedicate themselves to their God. 


First they dedicate their souls and then their bodies that they might be 
holy people, 

Then their time, their days, weeks and years; to live, think, speak and 

conduct themselves properly. 
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